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And the chief Captain anfwered, with a great — 
Sum obtained this FREEDOM. And . 
Paul faid, but Iwas FREE-BORN.— 


OQOSOGHE context gives an account of an 
OHOOG uncommon uproar raifed among the 
@OSBT OO Jews, in the temple, againft Paul. 
GOGO The occafion of the rumult, was a 
@QOOOSO report that Paul had taught the 
gentile chriftians, that the obfervation of the law 
of Mofes, was unneceflary for them : according- 
ly, the charge brought againft him is, ‘¢ This is the 
man that teacheth all men every where againft 
the people, and the law, and this place.” To 
refcue Paul from death, the chief captain inter- 
pofed with forces fufficient to overpower the mul- 

titude, 
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titude, and conveyed him into the caftle. But the 
Jews following him with much clamour, crying, 
“© Away with fuch a fellow from the earth, for 
itis not fit that he fhould live” ; the chief cap- 
tain fufpe@ed him guilty of fome atrocious crime, 
and commanded him to be examined by fcourg- 
ing, (a method of treating criminals, common in 
thac day) that thereby he might extort from him 
a conteflion of his crime. Paul being endowed 
with the freedom of the city of Rome, though at 
prefent under the greateft difadvantage, yet ven- 
tured to queflion the Centurion,with regard to the 
legallity of the chief captain’s order ; the Centu- 
rion furprifed at the enquiry, makes report to the 
chief captain, who, himfelf comes and afks Paul, 
« Art thou a Roman? he faid, yea. And the 
chief captain anfwered, with a great fum obtajn- 
ed I this freedom. And Paul faid, but I was free 
born.” ——- 


‘As the freedom fpoken of in the text, is of a 
civil kind, and relates to the immunities enjoyed 
by the citizens of Rome ; therefore | apprehend, 
that fome meditations on this paflage of facred re- 
cord, will not be foreign to the prefent occafion :. 
-and -it will not be thought ftrange, if fome things 
are faid relative to civil liberty, fecing religious h- 
berty is fo nearly conneéted therewith, as that the 
-latter feldom long furvives the deftruétion of the 
former. What | propofe is to-mention fome 
thoughts Which feem naturally to offer themfelves 
from the text Thefe will open the way for 


fome refle@ions relative to our late, and prefent 
circumftances. 


ee e 
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circumftances.—And then the moft fuitable con- 
clufion, will be, with fome exhortations adapted 
~ to the prefent occafion. Among the thoughts 
which occur on this paflage of fcripture, this feems 
firft to prefent itfelf, viz. That every man has a. 
natural right to LIBERTY. 


As freedom and liberty are fo comprehenfive 
terms, it may be neceflary to fpecify in what fenfe 
they are ufed in this difcourfe —When I fay that 
every man is by nature free,! intend,that he has a 
natural right to life, to fafety, to judge, determine 
and aé& for himfelf, to ufefuch things as are com- 
mon, to enjoy what by the blefling of providence 
on his own induftry, he has acquired, to the be- 
nefits of neighbourhood, or to afk the fame affift- 
ance and benevolence from others, which they 
may need and afk of him ; he has alfo a right to 
be reputed innocent, or of a good charaéter, ’till 
found and proved to be otherwife—-And in this 
natural ftate, as no fuperior endowments, whether 
natural or acquired, can give a right to affume 
power over others, fo neither does a meaner ca- 
pacity, make a perfon fubje& to others, unlefs he 
confent to be fo. 


Tar al! menare thus free, will appear if we 
look back to our firft Parents,and their immediate 
defcendants.. At that period,what foundation was 
there for fuperiority ? Had not Abel. the young- 
eft brother, the fame right to his flocks, and the 
profits of them, as Cain the elder, to his ground, 
and the produce of it? Neither had Cain’s fon 

any 
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any more authority, over Abel’s ; and fo down 
to a thoufand generations. This is further evi- 
dent, in that Mankind are all of the fame f{pecies, 
they have the fame reafoning powers, and he 
that made one made another, and out of the fame 
clay. They are all under the fame moral law 
of God, a principal branch of which, is that 
we love our neighbour as ourfelves. Now, this 
demand prohibits the ufurpation of that authority, 
(if it be in our power,) over others, which we 
fhould be unwilling to fubmit to, if ufurped by 
others over us. But what moft of all clears 
the truth of our obfervation, is that of one man 
in a ftate of nature, had this right of authority 
over others, ic muft take its rife from fome 
f{pecial gift or grant from God. But, that God 
never made any fuch grant, is evident from 
the charaéter of dominion given to Mankind, 
which is the only one extant, which runs thus,* 
«© God gave to man dominion over the fifh of 
the fea, and ever the fowls of the air, and 
over the cattle, and over all the earth, and 
over every creeping thing that creepeth upon 
the earth”, But not to one man over another. 

But, to this account it may be objected, that 
the chief captain faith, that with a great fum he ob- 
tained his civil freedom,andin the gof| pel, obedience 
to them that rule over usis frequently enjoined 
upon us: both which fum to militate againft 
the principles we have been afferting, To which 
it may be replied, that we have hitherto con- 
fidered men as in a flate. of nature; but this 
objection leads us, * To 


* Genefis 1. 26. 
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To confider, how men pafs from this Rate of 


- ablolute equal’ry, to that of {uperiority, and infe- 


rioriry. And it is very evident that God defigned , 
man for fociety, for he had no fooner made him, 
fcarcely, than he faw ‘ that it was not good that 
he fhould be alone”, and therefore made an help 
meet for him. In the ftate of innocency, there 
was an equality even in the conjugal relation ; 
but after the fall, as a part hake woman’s 
curfe, itis faid unto her “ thy defire fhall be 
ro thy hufband, and he fhall rule over thee’’. 
The firft civil relacion then, is that of marriage, , 
inftituted by. God himfelf, wherein for the fake 
of enjoying the benefits of fociety, there is a mu- 
tual agreement to give up to each other, fome 
of thole natural rights which were their property. , 


~The man confents to take care of, provide for, 


and confult his wife’s intereft as his own; the | 
woman . agrees to become fubjeé to her hufbind, 
to obey his lawful commands, and to look to him 
tor proteétionand fupport. F rom this relation there 
arifes a fecorid, viz. parentsand children. Where- 


in it isincaumbent on the parent, to make fuitable 


proviGon for the child, and take.a proper care of - 


its intereft, both temporal and fpiritual : and 


the child is bound to yield obedience, and be . 


-fubjeét. to its parents —-But if things were left in 


this ftate, every family would be a diftin& com« 
mon wealth, having its feperate views, interefts, . 
and conneétions ; and confidering the lufts of 


‘men, the ftroiger would incline to opprefs the 
weaker. Therefore almoft all men have formed _ 


yet larger evil’ combinations, and have: become” 
bodies . 
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Boaigs polite. "This "mitt be Tuppofed “to have 


been done with a view ‘to the good of the whole,” 
that by a union of the interefts of many, they 


might be more capable of mutually fectiring and 
promoting each others welfare, than when they 
were hot united. And it is ealy to fee. that 


when fuch aunion was formed, there muft bea 


fabordination of interef's, and influence ; fome 

oreo SF.3, TO) 1S thet Sh) 4 

to govern, and other..to be governed ; and he 
om the people chofe as fupreme, was King, 


bat fuflained the title with no other view than. 


the good of the whole, and had no other autho- 
rity, than was yielded him by confent. This is 
the only way, in which one can come to have 
authority over another, agreable to the law of na- 
ture. And with this law, the. britifh confticuti- 


on is happily confiftent ; the King having the com-- 


mand boih of the lives and fortunes of his, fub- 
jets ; to fupport, him. in. the exercife of that 
authority which is committed to him by the law 
of the land ; but being matter of neither, no tight to 
abet tyranny, or ufurpation on the rights of the 
people,— That general benefit, and not the gran- 
deur of individuals, is the defign of civil autho- 
rity, is very evident from the facred fcriptures, 
wherein, obedience to, the magiftrate, is inforced 
by this rational motive, ‘for he is the miniter of 


God to thee tor good”.*— And thefe have not only _ 
becn the principles of Englithmen, but they have in 


more than one remarkable inftance, put them in 
prattice.—When the unhappy King Charles the 
firft attempted to extend his prerogative beyond 
a ca wtew Peer >) ; ote: oo Ri te he the 
Rom 13 4s - 
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PRRs which were thought confiftent. with 
the conftirutior, how great was the refentment 
ipkindled on the occafion, which, iffted in the un- 
Umely -dearh of the unto;tunate monarch ?— 
And when James Il became ambitious to rule 
like his brother of France, he foon found a {pirit 
of liberty, too powerful to vanquifh it, and 
with difgrace was obliged to abslicatea throne -he 
was unworthy to fill —This fenfe of freedom, 
and thefe ftruggles of a {pirit of liberty open’d the 
way. for.the prefent illufirious family to afcend 
the britifh throne, which they have, and do fill, 
with fo mach honour to themfelves, and fo great 
happinefs to Great Britain and all its dependencies. 
AnotHer remark that naturally offers itfelf 
on the paflage of f-ripture tinder confideration is,. 
when perfons have enired; into a civil combinati- 
on, and are become a body. politick, at their dee 
ceafe, they leave all their civil privileges to their 
defcendants. + ae ee 
Turis isvery plainly intimated -in Paul's affer- 
tion, “but I was free born’, that is born. free of 
the privileges ofa roman citizen, whichimmunities 
which could be det ived tohim no other way, than 
by parental. poffeffion, And by the law of na- 
ture, as,well as by the exprefs appointment of 
God, the children are the parent’s heirs : ¢* the 
children, ought not £0, TAY RBLIPL the parents but. 
the parents for the chj!dren”. + If the children are 
heirs, with refpect to worldly eftate, much more 
are they. fo, with regard to civil privileges, 
Ty 2 LOK, 12. 44, ’ 


re We 
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WE now proceed, the way being thus prepared 
therefor, to make fome inferences and refleétions, 
relative to our late and prefent circumftances: in 
doing which, I fhall ‘rather exprefs what appears 
(to me) to be the general fentiments of the Ameri- 
can colonies, then divulge my own. - 


~ We may. from what has been faid infer, in the 
firft place, that FREEDOM is our natural right, 
equally with cther men.—To prove this, we need 
dono more than make it evident that we are men : 
for of that precious commodity; Liberty, all men 
are equally original proprieters. 


‘AGAIN, we may infer, that as members of ci- 
vil fociety, we have a right to all the natural li- 


berty whieh is ree by the conftitution we are 
ay, we have a right to every’ 


under. That isto, 
branch of liberty, which we have not furrendered. 
If neither we, nor our fathers have yielded our 
lives or properties into the hands of others, then 
they are ftill our own ; and they who would force 
them from us, are invaders of our rights. 


“We may further remark, that if our fore: fathers 


for want of conformity to fome laws of their 


country, which affeéted their confciences, are fup- 
poled to have forfeited their civil liberty, yet with 


a great SUM they purchafed the reftoration of it. 


“CERTAIN it is, that our fathers were treated 
as though they had forfeited the common rights 
of Englifhmen. They were, fome of them, put 


to. 
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phdiath; not to fay startyreds others of them im-’ 
prifoned, others fined, and the confciences of all 
_ of them grievoufly harraffed in their native land? 
andvall this done under’ colour of ‘Jaw. © Buz if 
that Jaw was juft, and they by ‘non-conformity 
thereto, hadjuitly forfeited their privileges ; yet 
their’ royal mafler condefcended to fipulate, or 
enter into an agreement with. them;° wherein, on 
his part, he covenanted to reftore-to'them the im- 
munities of which they had been pi apices with 
ae ‘others of great importance, 


e. 9 On behalf of the crown, it was 18 ‘agreed, that 

our fathers fhould enjoy all the privileges of free- 
born’ Britons.’ “This eh pela more . ange 
wee two shir : 


Firft. Faas pers sftares: rhe “fruit of their 
induftry by the bleffing of providence, fhould be 
their own, That they fhould:have aright to dif- 

of themiat their pleafure: © Phat neither the 
ting, nor his lords fhould have the privilege of: 
‘handling their purfes, or difpofing of their eftates : 
but that all taxes upon them, fhould originate in 
their ‘reprefentatives, thé commons. in: parliament 
affembled, -Thar this is a conftitutional privilege 
of Britons, appears, in that a principal objeétion 
againft the adminiftration of Charles I. was his le- 
vying money without his’ ‘parliament.* 


‘Secondly, That whenever they were po 
of any breach of law, they: fhould +be ‘tied bp 


* vid. Life of Oliver Cromwell « 
dete 
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ing their civil privileges. thereby. 


- Retiro» wasiindeed the errand of our. fa- 
thers into Ametica ,, that they might ferye, God 
as they thought wasright, ‘‘’without fear, in hos 
linefs and righteoufnels before him, all the days 
of their lives,”.and tranfmit the fame privilege to 
their pofterity,. was, the largeft. of, their withes, 
As-they could not be indulged; the: favor in their 
native land, they. were willing to.take.a very leng- 
thy and perilous voyage, :to.a; moft, inhofpitable 
country, thatythey:and theirs.might enjoy.the ine 
dulgence. Accordingly, America, by royal grant, 
becomes anvafylum «for. pérfecuted merit. By 
chatter, liberty uof confcience is indulged tovall 
chriflians, papift’s only excepted.) , 

; Secondly, 
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“Secondly, It was agreed, that fince they wéte 
at fucha diftance from the mother country, as to 
be unable to be repréfented in parliament, befides 
fupporting his'majefty’s government among them~ 
felves, they fhould yield the crown fome acknow-’ 
ledgment. which fhould acquit them from all tax- | 
ation from abroad. Mente ae 
. Tu1s.is mentioned, in terms fufficiently expli- 

cit in the charter, on the faith of which they — 
embarked ; the words of which, areas follows ; 
“That in confideration of the grants made them, 
they fhould ‘render ‘and’pay to “his majefly, his 
heirs and fucceffors, the fifth ‘part of the gold and. 
filver ore, which fhould from ‘time to time hap-. 
pén'to be gotten and’ obtained within: ‘their limits, 
in fatisfa&tion of all manner of duties, demands, 
and fervices whatfoever. to be done, made, and, 
paid to his majefty, his heirs, and fucceffors’”. 


~ We are now to attend to the SUM, wherewith” 
thefe privileges were purchafed.——And indeed 
it was no {mall one. Our fathers: embarked, not | 
only their fortunes, but their lives, on this bot- 
tom; they ventured, not only their eftates, but” 
their perfons in the caufe. They dared to plow’ 
the atlantic,and enter on a wild, uncultivated wil- 
dernefs, inhabited by favage beafts, and more fa- 
vage men. Many of them rae their intereft, * 
and all of them their lives, in fubduing the defart, 
enlarging his majefty’s dominions, cultivating ‘and ” 
diffutog principles of loyalty among their defcend- ’ 
ants, and fpreading the favor of the Redeemer’s” 
knowledge, 


, 
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knowlege, from fea, to fea,.and from the rivers, 
to the ends of the earth, ‘Thus, at the expence 
of every thing dear, even to life itfelf, they fulfill- 
ed their engagements, and-acquitted themfelves 


of their obligations. _ 


Wer may again infer: that we, being the offspring 
of fuch progenitors, are born free. 


aS way 


Haws etiacmetin Pan Sarciels® piay 
. We are born free,not only in the fenfe in which, 


all men are fo; but we are alfo born free, in re- 
fpe&. of our relation to the, purchafers of the 
privileges before mentioned ; we are jufily en- 
franchized with all their, immunities, and are the 
legal, as_well as natural heirs of all their privi- 


leges. By the fame reafon, at leaft, that the apof-, 
tle was born free of the city of Rome, are we borir- 


free of the privileges of englifhmen. According- 
ly, fuch refpe& had his majefty to the pofterity of 
our fathers, as not only to mention their heirs and 
affigns, as equally privileged with. themfelves,buc 
alfo to provide, thac ‘every of their children, 
which fhaJ] happen to be born there, [in America } 


or.on the feas going there, fhall have, and enjoy. 


all the liberties of free and natural fubjeéts born 
in Great- Britain, to.all intents and purpofes”.— 
How much then, mutt we degenerate from the 
noble principles of our anceftors, if we filently 
give up our liberties. be it. under ever fo {pecious 
a pretence, or be they invaded by ever fo.relpec- 
able a body. The apoftle, though under the great- 
eft difadvantage, yet ventured to remonftrate by 
_ way of query, ‘ Is it lawfu! to fcourge a Roman 


“uncondem.ed”? 


; 
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tincondemned’? ~~ And fhould there ever be oc- 
cafion for it, we may, at leaft, venture to enquire, 
is it lawful.to make flaves of thofe who are born 
free ? 


FurtHEerMore, what has been faid concerti- 
ing liberty; may ferve to fet the principles of the 
friends of flavery in a true light. 


Ir has-been urged by fome of late, that the 
legiflature, as they are the fupreme power of the 
nation, can dono wrong ; or if they do, they are 
the fole judges of sight and wrong, and therefore 
mutt be fubmitted to, be their determination ever 
fo contrary to the fenfe,or intereft of the people * 

: But 


* Sentiments very different from thefe, were énter- 
tained by the great Mr. Lock, which he has very 
clearly expreffed, in his effay on government, par- 
ticularly, Effay 2. chap. 18, 19. one paragraph front 


- the latter, I {hall tranfcribe: After confulting the’ 


dodtrine of paflive obedience, he proceeds thus : 
*< Here ’tis like, the common quettion will be made, 
who fhall be judge, whether the prince or legifla- 
ture a&t contrary to their truft? This perhaps, 
. ill-affeéted and faétious men may fpread among the 
people, when the prince only makes ule of his juft 
prerogative. To this I reply, the people fhall be 
judge ; who fhall be judge whether his truftee or 
deputy aéts well, and according to the truft repofed 
in him, but -he who deputes him, and mufi, by 
having deputed him, have {till a power to difcard 
him, when he failsin his trut? If this be reafon- 
able in particular cafes of private men, why fhould 
* 
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- Bur may it not, juftly be afked, who among 
men is foinfallible, as to be uncapable of erring ? 
Or what man in his fenfes, (unlefs he had the tem- 
per of a flave) ever fubmitted his liberty, to the 
abfolute difpofal of others, under the notion of 
their being the fole judges of right and wrong ? 
But Jet us fee where this reafoning will lead us, 
Only look back a little more than feventy years, 
and fay, the fupreme power of the nation can do 
no wrong, &c. Then King James, with his 
Andros, and Randolph, and the reft of his crew 
in this government, were acting right, when turn- 
ing honeft men out of doors, and deftroying the 
eftates of the beft of fubjeéts, and thereby open- 
ing the door. for popery and tyranny to enter. 
Thefe principles will fet an abjured pretender on 
the throne, inftead of his prefent majefty ; and 
eftablith papifm inftead of the reformed religion 
in the nation. 


WE now ‘proceed, as was propofed, to fome 
exhortations adapted to the prefent occafion, 


Anp in the firft place, let us be exhorted, to 

“ ftand faft in the liberty” wherewith, both the 

God of nature, and the britifh conftitution, have 
** made us free’’, 

SINCE 


it be otherwife in that of the greateft_ moment, 
where the welfare of millions is concerned 3 and 
alfo, where the evil, if not prevented, is great- 
er, and the redrefs very difficult, dear, and dan- 
gerous,” 
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_ Since we are by nature free, and fince by the 
agreement of political fociety, we are invefted 
with liberty, we fhould be indeed unpardonable, 
if through our default, we fhould become intang- 
led with a yoke of bondage, 


Wou Lp we ftand faft in liberty, we muft keep 
a watch‘ul eye over ourliberties. Alltheabfolute 
monarchies, or rather tyrannies, which have been 
eftablithed in the world, have grown from fimall 
beginnings. There was a time when France en- 
joyed as free a parliament as Great Britain at pre- 
fent does ; but liberty, by little and little detore- 
ed from them, has at length degenerated, into 
what is but little better than fervitude. There- 
fore, as we ftand in liberty, let us take heed left 
we fall. : 


AGAIN, we ought to keep a watchful eye on 
the enemies of our liberties. There was fearce 
ever a defign to enflave a ftate, but fome of its 
own members had ahand in the plot : and perhaps 
we have reafon to think that we have fome who 


~ would privily “ fpy out our liberty”, to bring us 


‘into bondage,to whom we ought not to give place, 


no not for an hour, if we would have liberty con- 
tinue with us. And though I think, an open and 
explicit teftimony ought to be born againft fome 
tumults that have been among us,and in particular 
again{t the fellonious proceedings of thofe fons of 


_ violence, who under the pretext of zeal for liber- 


ty, undertook to deflroy the fubftance of fome, 
C2 : who 
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who had long and faithfully ferved the govern- 

ment: yet confidering the {peech and behavior of 
fome others ; the tender part in which the people 
apprehended themfelves touched ; and the heighth 
to which popular refentment has ever been wont 
to rife on fuch occafions, perhaps they have caufe 
to be thankful, that only their effigies, and not 
their perfons, have been treated in the manner 
they have been. me : 


Furthermore, brethren, fince ‘* ye are called 
unto liberty, ufe not liberty for an occafion ‘to the 
flefh”., After the tumults that have been among 
us, I imagine, that our danger chiefly is, improv- 
ing liberty ina manner inconfiftent with the apof- 
tolic caution. That you may not do fo, let me 
fay to you, that you will ufe liberty as an occafion 
to the ficfh, if you are infenfible of a wonderful 
hand of providence, fecuring our liberty to us.— 
It was God who gave us our natural liberty ; it 
was hiskind providence, that fixed under the bri- 
tifh conftitution, rather than under that of France, 
or Spain, or Turkey, where the gripe of tyranny, 
occafions almoft a total infenfibility of natural 
Jiberty ; and alfo on a late planfible invafion of 
our liberty, it was the fame kind providence, that 
turned the fcale in our favour ; infpired the King 
with the tendereft fentiments towards America ; 
and raifed up patrons of our liberties, in the bri- 
tifh parliament ; raifed up-one. in particular, who, 
(tho’ through corrupt influence, and fome misbe- 
haviour on our part, it was deemed almoft cri- 
minal, tg lifpa word in our favour, yet) dared 

to 
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to fay, “I rejoice that America has refifted’?. 


Surely this is the Lord’s doing, and it may be 
juttly marvellous in our eyes. And fhall we, 
after. this, forget the Lord, who hath not only 
made, but fo fignally eftablifhed and preferved 
us 2 and fhall we forget the errand of our fathers 
into this wildernefs, the propogation of undefiled 
religion ? fhall we not be ready to fay to the 
heathen that are round about us, ‘‘this is our 
God”, his name is, ‘‘{alvation to the ends of the 
earth 2] may add, that we fhall improve our 
liberty, as.an occafion to the flefh, if we fail in 
our gratitude to our moft gracious fovereign, and 
his parliament, for the favour done us, in the 
repeal of the Stamp A&. 

Notwithftanding all the late jealoufies, ‘bleffed 
be God, we have no reafon to think, but his 
Majefty, and his parliament, feel a parental difpo- 
(tion towards America a former outcaft indeed, 
ready to perifh, unlefs upheld by the Almighty. 
However oppreflive a late aé&t may have been, yet 
(thanks to heaven) we have reafon to believe that 
but a few, (perhaps no enemies to France, and 
pot very friend!y to chriftian liberty ) were the fa- 
thers of it: but we have the pleafure to fee a 
numerous immortal train, + upon the remonftrance 

of 
* Maffachufetts Gazette, of Aday 8. 
+ “ Behold, the happy zra’s come, 
When Britain thall be glory’s home, 
And native genius foar : 
Behold, th’ enobling train arife, 
They'll make it fafhion to be wife, 
And worth fhall droop no more.” 
Ode to the Marquifs of Hartington. 
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of an afflifed country, ready with chearfulnefs to 
remove the burden, and accumulate favors upon 
a people threatned to be opprefled. May we not 
fay on this occafion, happy O George are thy do- 
minions ! and happy are thy American fubjeats ! 
who feel the benignity of thy government, and 
experience the candor of thy fentiments. 


Ought we not now more than ever, to be am- 
bitious to merit by our behaviour, the character we 
have always been proud to wear, that of his ma- 


_ jefty’s moft dutiful and loyal fubjects. 


Finally, If we would not imp:ove liberty as 
an occafion to the flefh, we muft improve it holi- 


- dy, in the fear, dnd to the glory of God. 


Since “ weare thus happily delivered out of the 
hands of our civil ‘* enemies”, ought we not to 
ferve God, “ without fear, in holinefs and righte~ 
oufnefs before him, all the days of our lives”. If 
we thus improve our liberty, we may expect the 
continuance of it to ourfelves, and our pofterity ; 
and when wetake our leave of time, and enter the 
world of fpirits, that we fhall poffefs the glorious 
LIBERTY of the fons of GOD. 


A Da I IN: 
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